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, e Effectiveness of Phonics Programme

By Mr. Stevenson ( NET Teacher )
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We have been running the phonics programme at our school since

last year as part of a balanced literacy program. Students learn phonics in a
systematic way through over-learning the individual sounds and blending
different sounds together. We found that the P1 students had a great
improvement with their reading progress and with learning high frequency
words. We assessed the student’s reading ability in September, 2014 and
again in June, 2015. In September, almost all students were reading at a
pre-reading level. By the end of the year, the vast majority of students were
able to move up at least two reading levels. Many students were able to move
up four or more reading levels. Students used successful reading strategies,
including using phonics skills to read initial sounds and segment words,
having a try at unknown words and being able to emphasize the ending
sounds in words.

This year we have extended the phonics programme into P2. The P2
students are learning blended sounds. These are sounds that have two
T— or more letters in them. They will learn 26 blended sounds
! -J..._ ~ § this year. An example of blended sounds includes bl, gr, pr,
‘-‘.’-f'_-"‘ sk, sp, thr, str, wr, kn and wh sounds. Students who are
' able to learn and distinguish these sounds will be able
to improve upon their reading, spelling and
writing and establish strong literacy skills.
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Hi, this is Miss Cheung, the class
teacher of P.3A. | am glad to meet all of you
here. | teach 1C Maths, 1A Maths (Eng.)
and 3A English and General Studies. In my
free time, | like listening to music and
reading. | am happy to speak English with
you at recess. See you!

Hi, I'm Miss Wan. | come from
another Tung Wah School in Tseung
Kwan O. I've been teaching for more than
15 years. When | was a little girl, | always
dreamed of being a teacher. My dream
has come true.
What  about
yours? Come
and talk to me
in English at
recess. You
may get a
surprise!

Hello everyone! | am Miss Mak. | am
very happy to join you all here! | am the class
teacher of Class 2A. | teach English,
General Studies and Visual Art. | like
watching movies and hiking in my free time.
Come and tell me about your hobbies when
you see me at school.
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